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La Cenerentola

(Cinderella)

An opera

By

Gioacchino Rossini

Libretto by Jacopo Perretti

 based on Charles Perrault version of the fairy tale, 

Cinderella

Characters in order of appearance:

Clorinda
 

Stepsister of Cinderella. Soprano

Tisbe


Stepsister of Cinderella. Mezzo Soprano

Cinderella

Stepdaughter of Don Magnifico. Mezzo-Soprano 

Alidoro


the Prince’s tutor. Bass

Don Magnifico

Baron of Monte Fiascone, father of Clorina and Tisbe. Bass Buffo

Don Ramiro

Prince of Salerno. Tenor

Dandini 

Prince’s valet. Baritone
Chorus of servants
courtiers and noble women 

The story takes place in the old castle of Don Magnifico and in the marvelous palace of Prince Ramiro.
SYNOPSIS
Act One

The first act takes place in an old dilapidated castle where Cinderella must suffer the daily unkindness of her step sisters Clorinda and Tisbe
When the curtain opens the two sisters are busy with themselves. One is practicing dance steps rather clumsily while the other is admiring herself in the mirror. In the meantime Cinderella is sweeping and preparing coffee while singing a tune about a King who wanted to get married. Very quickly the sisters get annoyed by Cinderella’s tune and threaten her. 
All of sudden a knock at the door startles them. In comes an old beggar, or so they all think, who asks for some food. In reality it is the Prince’s tutor himself who wants to assess the woman in the household. The two sisters quickly send him away whereas Cinderella offers him some food. The fight goes on when the Cavalier of Prince Ramiro enter in great fanfare. They deliver a message from the Prince: The Prince will soon arrive and personally invite them to attend the ball where he will choose the most beautiful as his wife.
The two sisters at that news order Cinderella to fetch them their belongings in order to prepare for the ball. When all has quieted down it is time to wake up father and tell him the good news. Good news indeed, when Don Magnifico hears about this he sees the end of his misery, the end of his debt and the beginning of a better time ahead. For him it is obvious, the Prince must choose one of his daughters as his wife.
The room is now empty when the Prince enters. The Prince is disguised as his own valet Dandini because he wants to make sure that the women whom he chooses as his wife will marry him for love and not for riches. He bumps into Cinderella and it is love at first sight, but their encounter is quickly interrupted by the two sisters screaming their demands. 
Dandini, , the Prince’s valet disguised as the Prince, is about to arrive at Don Magnifico’s house to escort the two sisters to the ball. As Dandini meets the two sisters, he sarcastically tells them how lovely they are, while laughing with Ramiro behind their backs. 
Cinderella is left behind, alone, crying and in despair when Alidoro comes to tell her that she too will go to the ball.
Act two

At the ball, the two sisters relentlessly chase Dandini, who they think is the Prince, all around the ballroom.  When they finally catch him, he reminds them that he can only choose one wife but will offer his valet, the real Prince in disguise, to the other. They are shocked to death and claim they would never even consider marrying a simple servant.

All the excitement doubles at the announcement of yet another lady’s arrival at the ball. She is veiled and nobody knows who she might be. When she takes off her veil everybody is stunned by her beauty.  Dandini, after the shock, realizes that the guests must be hungry and invites all to have dinner.  Once the table with the food is brought in the guests behave like wild animals throwing themselves at the food!

When all the guests have run off the stage with the last of the food the false Prince, Dandini asks Cinderella for more attention.  Cinderella refuses Dandini’s admiration and tells him that she does not love him but instead is madly in love with his servant. When the real Prince hears this, he comes out of his hiding space and tells her that he loves her  too.  Cinderella overjoyed asks him to find out who she really is behind all this glamour and to find her the next day by using the glass slipper she wore to the ball.
Cinderella runs off asking the Prince not to follow her.  The Prince is now convinced he has found his future wife.  At that moment, he demands an end to the masquerade and asks Dandini to give him his clothes back.
Act three.

That evening a terrible storm strikes the village and Clorinda, Tisbe and Don Magnifico are caught in the thick of it trying to make their way home on foot.  Back at Don Magnifico’s house, Cinderella is again in front of the fireplace singing her song about the King who was looking for a wife, but this time she is happy because she is in love. Her step sisters and step father arrive home early from the ball to confirm that the remarkable resemblance of the veiled women is just an imagination.   They all observe Cinderella suspiciously making fun of her as the ugly version of the veiled women at the ball. 

The next morning the Prince and Dandini enter the home of Don Magnifico in order to find the woman whose foot will fit the glass slipper. When the Prince and Cinderella bump into each other as he attempts to leave they both recognize each other.   The Prince announces he has found his Princess.

The two sisters cannot believe what is happening; the oldest as stubborn as she is refuses to go to the palace but in the end will succumb to her father’s will and to Cinderella’s kindness.
Act four.


Everybody is gathered in the ball room to witness the wedding of Don Ramiro and Cinderella and to join them in the celebration of love, kindness and happiness.
GLOSSARY
Aria
Composition for solo voice, usually with instrumental accompaniment from an opera, oratorio, or cantata.

Baritone
The male voice lying below the tenor and above the bass.


Bass
The lowest sounding male voice lying below the baritone.

Cello
The string instrument below the viola and above the string bass.
Chorus
A body of singers who perform together, either in unison or in parts.
Coloratura  Ornamentation or vocal melodies with rapid passages, runs trills.  Very popular in the 19th century vocal music, demontratin the singers agility.
Contralto
The lowest female voice lying well below the mezzo soprano range.
Coro
Chorus in Italian, a group of people who produce choral music usually in four part harmony that appear in an opera.
Duet
A composition for two performers with or without accompaniment.

Finale
In opera, a concluding number in an Act, especially ensemble for principal characters and chorus.
Libretto
Italian word, refers to the written text in the opera

Lyrics 
Means the words
Mezzo soprano Female voice that lies below the soprano

Opera
A drama that is primarily sung, accompanied by instuments, presented theatrically. Highly complex, involves many different arts, vocal music, instrumental music, poetry, drama, acting, dance, stage design, costuming, lighting.
Opera Singer As seen under voice range we have three female voice categories and three male voice categories.  These categories can be further divided depending on the timbre, color, character of the voice.  For example Dramatic Soprano is a fuller more powerful voice than the lyric soprano which is more lyric while the coloratura soprano is the lightest of the three characterized by great agility.  The Mezzo-soprano voice is categories into the same division as the Soprano having the Dramatic, Lyric and Coloratura as voice types.

The tenor voice is categorized into three divisions that being the Robusto, Lyric, and Heldentenor.The Bass voice is categorized into the Profondo, Cantante, and Buffo Profondo being solemn and heavy, cantante a lyric voice and Buffo the comical voice.
Score

The written music used by the musicians 

Singspiel
Operatic composition with spoken dialogue interspersed between musical numbers
Sitz Probe
German for sitting rehearsal, first rehearsal for singers with orchestra, the singers just sing at that rehearsal and do not do their staging.
Song

A composition for voice and accompaniment
Soprano
The highest female voice 

Tenor
High male voice

Voice Range In general the human voice can be divided into six categories;    three female voices being Soprano, Mezzo-soprano, Contralto and

Three male voices being Tenor, Baritone, Bass.  (see opera singers for further classisification).
GAMES

Crossword Puzzle
ACROSS
1. Lightest, most agile soprano voice category.
2. Music written for three voices or instruments.

3. Male voice category.

4. Slow down the tempo.

5. Evil sister.

6. Mezzo-soprano role in opera.

7. Basso Buffo role in opera.
8. division of voice category _____ soprano.

9. Spoken dialogue with Music in between.

10. Female voice category.

11. Type of Ornamentation with two notes alternating rapidly.

12. The words which are sung in the music.

13. An opera work in the book called_____.

14. Division of female voice type translated as light in Italian.

15. Italian word referring to the written text in the opera.
16. Solemn heavy Bass voice
DOWN
1. A drama primarily sung.

2. Singer with Coloratura has

3. Composition written for six voice parts.

4. A concluding number to an Act.

5. Italian word for Chorus

6. Composition for two or more performers.

7. Plural for tenor in Italian.

8. Composition written for large group of performers.
9. Person who uses human voice as an instrument.

10. The human _____.

11. The tenor in the opera.

12. The lowest male voice.

13. The baritone in the opera.
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GAME
ANSWERS
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GIOACCHINO ROSSINI

HIS LIFE

Rossini was born on February 29, 1792 in Pesaro, Italy off the Adriatic coast.
His parents both were musicians, his father was a trumpet player and his mother was an opera singer. He grew up surrounded by music and showed early music talent. He learned to play the violin, viola, harpsichord, piano and French horn. He also sang in church choirs and children opera choruses. When he went to high school he learned to play the cello and studied composition and theory. He wrote his first opera in 1810. He wrote thirty-nine operas in nineteen years. When he was 37 years old he retired from composing, he was at the height of his popularity and was a wealthy man. For the rest of his life he lived in Paris where he entertain out of his home and composed for his pleasure only. He died on November 13th, 1868.

HIS work

Rossini was one of the most famous composers of his period. He was very much in demand and his pieces were popular. He was invited by King George IV of England to come to London and compose for him. He then moved to Paris where he composed for the Italian Theater in town.

Of his 39 Operas many are still performed, the two most popular being Il Barbiere di Siviglia (The Barber of Seville) and  La Cenerentola (Cinderella).

Children know Rossini’s music without being aware of it for they have heard it in many cartoons. The Overture of William Tell is very famous as is Figaro’s aria from the Barber; this music is very appealing to young and old alike.

Besides composing Opera, Rossini composed songs and religious music.

HIS STYLE

Rossini wrote in the bel canto style. He was an absolute master of this style. “Bel Canto” means beautiful singing but it is also a technique and a style of singing. In this type of singing the singer would improvise on a given melody by adding fast runs or coloratura singing (see glossary) to show off their voice agility. Rossini wrote down his coloratura passages so the singer had little freedom to add his or her own improvisation. Before Rossini the singer was free to add whatever he or she pleased. Rossini wrote beautiful melodies and excelled in the comic domain.

LA CENERENTOLA- Cinderella

When you look in your study guide at the page titled opera you will see the first step to making an opera. In the case of Cinderella we have three people who made this piece a reality. When you read Rossini’s biography it is actually a funny way the way Cinderella happened. In December 1816, two days before Christmas, the theater manager Cartoni met Rossini to discuss a new work. The librettist Ferretti was also invited to suggest possible libretti. They went to Cartoni’s house for tea and although numerous subjects had been proposed none would fit the purpose. When “Cinderella” came up Rossini was extremely excited and asked the librettist when he would have the script ready. Ferretti replied that he would have it by the next morning. The French version of Cinderella by Perrault was going top be Ferretti’s primary source of inspiration. Rossini insisted that he did not want to have any of the magical elements in his version of Cinderella. Also, the glass slipper was going to be replaced by two matching bracelets. Supposedly it seemed indecent to display a foot with a glass slipper on the Italian stage at that time. 

Rossini wrote the music to this opera in twenty four days. 

CINDERELLA

THE FAIRY TALE 
BACKGROUND

One could say the story of Cinderella is as old as the man in the moon. It is one of the most famous stories in the world. There are supposedly hundreds of different versions; however the story is always about a kind loving girl who suffers constantly from the harshness and cruelty of her stepfamily. The kind girl gets help from a magical guardian or a fairy that represents her dead mother in order to get out of her misery.  In most tales there is a shoe that will help the Prince to identify the unknown beauty who has captured his heart at the ball.  

The earliest version dates back to the middle of 9th century in China. The heroine of this Chinese tales, Yeh-shen, gets help from a fish and a gold shoe this time helps the Prince to identify her. 

In Charles Perrault’s version   Cendrillon from his Contes de ma Mere L’oye (Mother Goose) in 1697 we find the fairy godmother, the pumpkin carriage, the mice and the glass slipper.  Also, in that version we do have the stepsisters and the stepmother. Perrault added all the magical elements to enhance the tale. 

 In the Brother Grimm’s version, Aschenputtel-Cinderella, there is no fairy godmother but magical gifts and a dove that appears in the tree that Cinderella planted on her mother’s grave. Also, this version is very cruel at the end since the stepsisters get their eyes pecked by birds form the tree for their cruelty and unkind manners.

 In Rossini’s Opera version there are no magical effects; the stepmother is replaced by a stepfather, probably for balance in the music and in the ensembles. There would be too many female voices in principal roles.  Another reason might be that Rossini really wanted a basso buffo, a comical figure as the father. Another change in Rossini’s work is the glass slipper being replaced by two matching bracelets. Supposedly it was indecent to show the feet on the Italian stage at that time.                                                             

  Our version:  We have used Rossini’s score; we shortened it to keep children interested. We have added dialogues in English, mostly based on the Italian recit in Rossini’s opera.  We have added the glass slippers instead of the bracelets; we felt it was more true to what children know about the fairytale.. We kept all the ensemble music in Italian to stay true to the composition and to expose the children to the original form of the opera.



OPERA
Opera is an Italian word that means a “work”. Indeed it is a lot of work to make an opera. 
Who works on making an opera? 

Step 1.  Initial step

The composer*: composes the music to the text

The librettist: writes the story or takes an original literary work and rewrites it.

The publisher:  publishes the work

Step 2.  The people who put on an opera

The Opera director: chooses to put the opera on the season schedule

The casting director: hires the singers to perform in the opera

The orchestra manager: hires the musicians to play in the opera
The chorus master: hires the chorus to sing in the opera

The stage director: stages the opera and works with the technical staff

The stage manager: calls all cues when the show is up and running

The rehearsal pianist: plays all rehearsals before the orchestra sitz probe
Step 3. Behind the stage

The crew: handles all the details back stage, scene changes etc...
The prop master: makes sure all the props are ready on stage and back stage
The prompter: Prompts the singers in case they forget a word

The supertitle technician: projects the translation of the text above the stage

The Lighting technician: works the lighting board 
Step 4.  Below the stage

The costume designer: designs the costumes and accessories
The costumer: sows and fits the costumes for the artists
The wig master: prepares the wigs and fits the artists

The makeup artist: does the makeup for the artists

Step 5. On stage and in the pit

The singers: sing the roles
The chorus: sings in the ensembles

The dancers: dance in the opera, if needed

The conductor: conduct the orchestra
The musicians: in the orchestra pit, play the music

Step 6.  In the opera house
The administration: people who advertise, promote, look for sponsor
The ticket office: people who sell the ticket 
The audience: that would be you who appreciate the arts and come to support it.

*Some composers in the19th and 20th Century have written their own text to their opera, as well as annotated the score with all stage directions.

THE ORCHESTRA

An orchestra is a large ensemble of musicians led by a conductor.

The orchestra can be divided into 4 main groups

The Strings:





The Woodwinds:
Violin I





Flutes





Violin II





Piccolo

Violas






Clarinet

Cellos





Bassoon-Double Bassoon

Double Basses




Oboes

Harp






English Horn

The Brass:




The Percussion:
Horn






Kettel drums

Trumpet





Cymbals

Trombone





Glockenspiel

Tuba






triangle








Timpani
BAY shore Lyric Opera Co.

CHILDREN’s OPERA 

Cinderella marks our 6th Opera production for children.  Since 1998 we have produced one children’s Opera annually at prestigious venues such as Villa Montalvo and the Fox Theater in Redwood City. 
We have been fortunate to have entertained and enlightened over 10,000 children with the magic of Opera. 
This year will be our first production at the San Mateo Performing Arts Center and we are just thrilled to reach an even greater number of children with our future productions.  As co-founders of the Childrens Opera Production we truly believe every child should experience the beauty and grandeur of opera.  We, as professional opera singers find it is our greatest joy to be able to perform for children as their wonder and fascination is an inspiration to our craft. 

We hope you will support this most exciting organization and help us add a little magic for the child in your life!  Watch for our upcoming production of Amahl and the Night Visitors .
We hope you enjoy the show.
Sincerely,

Liliane Cromer and Jennifer Constantino

Co-Producers

Bay Shore Lyric Opera Company Children’s Opera Production
120 Monterey Avenue

Capitola, California 95010

(831) 462-3131 Box Office

(831) 462-3135 Fax

bslopera@aol.com















