Bay Shore Lyric Opera Children’s Production

presents

Amahl and the night visitors
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La Cenerentola

(Cinderella)

An opera

By

Gioacchino Rossini

Libretto by Jacopo Perretti

 Inspired by the “Adoration of the Magi”                                                             
Characters in order of appearance:

Amahl (a cripple boy, of about 12)………Boy Soprano

His Mother…………………………...Soprano

King Kaspar (slightly deaf)…………….Tenor

King Melchior…………………………Baritone

King Balthazar………………………..Bass

The Page……………………………..Bass
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Gian Carlo Menotti 
Gian Carlo Menotti was born on 7 July 1911, in Cadegliano, Italy. He celebrates his 90th birthday year during the 2001-2002 season. At the age of 7, under the guidance of his mother, he began to compose songs, and four years later he wrote the words and music of his first opera, The Death of Pierrot. In 1923 he began his formal musical training at the Verdi Conservatory in Milan. Following the death of his father, his mother took him to the United States, where he was enrolled at Philadelphia's Curtis Institute of Music. There he completed his musical studies, working in composition under Rosario Scalero.

His first mature work, the one-act opera buffa, Amelia Goes to the Ball, was premiered in 1937, a success that led to a commission from the National Broadcasting Company to write an opera especially for radio, The Old Maid and the Thief, the first such commission ever given. His first ballet, Sebastian, followed in 1944, and for this he wrote the scenario as well as the score. After the premiere of his Piano Concerto in 1945, Menotti returned to opera with The Medium, shortly joined by The Telephone, both enjoying international success.

The Consul, Menotti's first full-length work, won the Pulitzer Prize and the New York Drama Critics Circle award as the best musical play of the year in 1954. By far Menotti's best-known work is the Christmas classic Amahl and the Night Visitors, composed for NBC-TV in 1951. This beloved opera celebrates the 50th anniversary of its premiere in 2001.

Menotti writes the text to all his operas, the original language being English in every case, with the exception of Amelia Goes to the Ball, The Island God, and The Last Savage, which were first set to Italian words. Recent operas include The Singing Child (1993) and Goya (1986), written for Plácido Domingo and given its premiere by The Washington Opera. Menotti's most recent vocal works are Jacob's Prayer (1997), a commission from the American Choral Directors Association, Gloria, written as part of a composite Mass celebrating the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize, For the Death of Orpheus, with a premiere by the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra led by Robert Shaw in November 1990, and Llama de Amor Viva, premiered in April 1991. He has also recently written a trio for the Verdehr Trio, which received its world premiere at the Spoleto Festival on Menotti's 85th birthday in July 1996. Among Menotti's operas receiving performances worldwide during the 2000-2001 season are The Telephone, The Medium, Amahl and the Night Visitors, The Consul and Help! Help! the Globolinks. The Washington Opera presents 11 performances of The Consul, with stage direction by the composer, beginning 30 December 2000 at the Kennedy Center.

In addition to the numerous operatic works, Menotti has enriched the artistic world with ballets, including Errand into the Maze, and The Unicorn, the Gorgon, and the Manticore; Pastorale for Piano and Strings (1934); Poemetti, a suite of piano pieces for children (1937); The Hero (1952), a song on a text by Robert Horan; and Canti della Lontananza, a cycle of seven songs (1967).

1958 saw the opening of Menotti's own festival, the Festival of Two Worlds, in Spoleto, Italy. Devoted to the cultural collaboration of Europe and America in a program embracing all the arts, the Spoleto Festival has gone on to be one of the most popular festivals in Europe. The festival literally became "of two worlds" in 1977 with the founding of Spoleto USA in Charleston, South Carolina, which he led until 1993 when he became Director of the Rome Opera. He continues to direct opera at Spoleto and elsewhere, including a Boheme at the Washington Opera in November 1996. His 1996 Spoleto production of Amahl has been filmed for commercial release.

In 1984 Menotti was awarded the Kennedy Center Honor for lifetime achievement in the arts. He was chosen the 1991 "Musician of the Year" by Musical America, inaugurating worldwide tributes to the composer in honor of his 80th birthday. His music has been published by G. Schirmer since 1946.

AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS back ground

The tender, heartwarming story of Amahl and the Night Visitors, is one of the most popular of American operas. It is performed internationally every Christmas season and remains one of the most frequently performed operas of the 20th century. 

Expressly written for television it premiered on NBC on Christmas Eve, 1951 and was repeated thereafter for sixteen Christmas seasons. 

As a young boy growing up in Western Pennsylvania it became an annual tradition for me to view this magical musical production featuring the poor crippled shepherd boy, his devoted mother and the knock on the door which changed their lives forever. 

Amahl and the Night Visitors was written by the Italian composer Gian Carlo Menotti who as a young boy became lame. The doctors had no cure for him. He was taken to be blessed at the holy Sanctuary of Sacro Monte and thereafter, miraculously, the young Menotti was cured of lameness. 

In 1951 when NBC commissioned the 40 year old Menotti to write a Christmas opera he could not come up with a subject. He despaired until one day, while strolling through the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, he chanced upon and was inspired by the famous painting “The Adoration of the Magi.” The idea of the Night Visitors was born and in less than two months Menotti finished the score. He wrote into it some of the magical sounds he remembered from his youth during St. Nicholas's festive visits to his mountain village in Italy where he was born. 

Only an hour in length the one act opera “Amahl” with its beautiful score and touching libretto (the opera is sung in English) is appealing to all ages and musical backgrounds. It was written specifically for young imaginations which can easily relate to a child with a head full of dreams. It remains an inspiring story of how faith, charity, unselfish love and good deeds can work miracles. 

I have, since my youth, treasured this timeless opera of the shepherd boy, his destitute mother and the visit from the star-guided Wise Men. I remain grateful to the Board of Directors of the Celebration Singers for their support when I suggested we undertake this ambitious production

SYNOPSIS

	The story of “Amahl and the Night Visitors” centers around Amahl, a poor crippled shepherd boy living with his widowed mother. While playing his shepherd's pipe Amahl sees a bright star and tries to convince his mother of the bright object above their hut. “Oh, Mother, you should go out and see! …Hanging over our roof there is a star as large as a window, and the star has a tail…” His mother, used to his habitual lying, grows angry and refuses to believe him. She complains that he is always making up stories,“What shall I do with this boy?” 
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That night a knock on the door awakens Amahl and his mother. The shepherd boy opens the door to find three magnificently clad Kings and their Page. The night visitors are the three Kings of antiquity who are following a star to Bethlehem where they heard of the birth of a King. They ask, “May we rest a while in your house and warm ourselves by your fireplace?” Amahl is sent by his mother to wake up the other shepherds in the area, “ Ask them to bring whatever they have in the house, as we have nothing to offer them.”
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King Melchior, King Kaspar and King Balthazar sing about the Child they are seeking, “Have you seen a Child the color of wheat, the color of dawn? “…Incense, myrrh, and gold we bring to His side, and the Eastern Star is our guide… ” When the impoverished mother realizes the expensive gifts are destined for an unknown newborn babe she becomes bitter and jealous. She cannot understand why at least some of these gifts could not be given to her own poor and lame child. The Page, servant to the three Kings, is in attendance


GLOSSARY
Aria
Composition for solo voice, usually with instrumental accompaniment from an opera, oratorio, or cantata.

Baritone
The male voice lying below the tenor and above the bass.


Bass
The lowest sounding male voice lying below the baritone.

Cello
The string instrument below the viola and above the string bass.
Chorus
A body of singers who perform together, either in unison or in parts.
Coloratura  Ornamentation or vocal melodies with rapid passages, runs trills.  Very popular in the 19th century vocal music, demontratin the singers agility.
Contralto
The lowest female voice lying well below the mezzo soprano range.
Coro
Chorus in Italian, a group of people who produce choral music usually in four part harmony that appear in an opera.
Duet
A composition for two performers with or without accompaniment.

Finale
In opera, a concluding number in an Act, especially ensemble for principal characters and chorus.
Libretto
Italian word, refers to the written text in the opera

Lyrics 
Means the words

Mezzo soprano Female voice that lies below the soprano

Opera
A drama that is primarily sung, accompanied by instuments, presented theatrically. Highly complex, involves many different arts, vocal music, instrumental music, poetry, drama, acting, dance, stage design, costuming, lighting.
Opera Singer As seen under voice range we have three female voice categories and three male voice categories.  These categories can be further divided depending on the timbre, color, character of the voice.  For example Dramatic Soprano is a fuller more powerful voice than the lyric soprano which is more lyric while the coloratura soprano is the lightest of the three characterized by great agility.  The Mezzo-soprano voice is categories into the same division as the Soprano having the Dramatic, Lyric and Coloratura as voice types.

The tenor voice is categorized into three divisions that being the Robusto, Lyric, and Heldentenor.The Bass voice is categorized into the Profondo, Cantante, and Buffo Profondo being solemn and heavy, cantante a lyric voice and Buffo the comical voice.
Score

The written music used by the musicians 

Singspiel
Operatic composition with spoken dialogue interspersed between musical numbers
Sitz Probe
German for sitting rehearsal, first rehearsal for singers with orchestra, the singers just sing at that rehearsal and do not do their staging.

Song

A composition for voice and accompaniment
Soprano
The highest female voice 

Tenor
High male voice

Voice Range In general the human voice can be divided into six categories;    three female voices being Soprano, Mezzo-soprano, Contralto and

Three male voices being Tenor, Baritone, Bass.  (see opera singers for further classisification).
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Crossword Puzzle
	C
	O
	L
	O
	R
	A
	T
	U
	R
	A
	 
	 
	T
	R
	I
	O
	 
	 
	 
	 
	D
	 
	 
	E

	 
	P
	 
	 
	 
	G
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	M
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	C
	 
	U
	 
	 
	N

	 
	E
	 
	 
	 
	I
	 
	S
	 
	 
	 
	O
	 
	B
	A
	R
	I
	T
	O
	N
	E
	 
	 
	S

	 
	R
	 
	R
	A
	L
	L
	E
	N
	T
	A
	T
	D
	O
	 
	 
	 
	 
	R
	 
	T
	 
	 
	E

	 
	A
	 
	 
	 
	I
	 
	X
	 
	 
	 
	H
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	O
	 
	 
	C
	 
	M

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	T
	 
	T
	 
	 
	M
	E
	L
	C
	H
	I
	O
	R
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	B

	 
	S
	 
	 
	 
	Y
	 
	E
	 
	 
	 
	R
	 
	a
	 
	 
	A
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	L

	K
	I
	N
	G
	S
	 
	 
	T
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	B
	A
	l
	T
	H
	A
	Z
	A
	R
	 
	E

	 
	N
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	L
	Y
	R
	I
	C
	 
	D
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	G
	 
	 
	 
	 
	V
	 
	 
	B
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	S
	I
	N
	G
	S
	P
	I
	E
	L

	M
	E
	Z
	Z
	O
	S
	O
	P
	R
	A
	N
	O
	 
	o
	 
	 
	N
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	R
	 
	 
	T
	R
	I
	L
	L
	S
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	L
	I
	B
	R
	E
	T
	T
	O
	 

	 
	 
	l
	y
	r
	i
	C
	s
	 
	S
	C
	O
	R
	E
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	L
	E
	G
	G
	E
	R
	O
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	P
	R
	O
	F
	O
	N
	D
	O
	 



ACROSS

1. Lightest, most agile soprano voice category.
2. Music written for three performers , voices or instruments.

3. Male voice category.

4. Slow down the tempo.

5. Evil sister.

6. Mezzo-soprano role in opera.

7. Basso Buffo role in opera.

8. division of voice category _____ soprano.

9. Spoken dialogue with Music in between.

10. Female voice category.

11. Type of Ornamentation with two notes alternating rapidly.

12. The words which are sung in the music.

13. An opera work in the book called_____.

14. Division of female voice type translated as light in Italian.

15. Italian word referring to the written text in the opera.

16. Solemn heavy Bass voice
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GAME
ANSWERS

Crossword Puzzle Answers
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OPERA
Opera is an Italian word that means a “work”. Indeed it is a lot of work to make an opera. 

Who works on making an opera? 

Step 1.  Initial step

The composer*: composes the music to the text

The librettist: writes the story or takes an original literary work and rewrites it.

The publisher:  publishes the work

Step 2.  The people who put on an opera

The Opera director: chooses to put the opera on the season schedule

The casting director: hires the singers to perform in the opera

The orchestra manager: hires the musicians to play in the opera
The chorus master: hires the chorus to sing in the opera

The stage director: stages the opera and works with the technical staff

The stage manager: calls all cues when the show is up and running

The rehearsal pianist: plays all rehearsals before the orchestra sitz probe
Step 3. Behind the stage

The crew: handles all the details back stage, scene changes etc...
The prop master: makes sure all the props are ready on stage and back stage
The prompter: Prompts the singers in case they forget a word

The supertitle technician: projects the translation of the text above the stage

The Lighting technician: works the lighting board 
Step 4.  Below the stage

The costume designer: designs the costumes and accessories
The costumer: sows and fits the costumes for the artists
The wig master: prepares the wigs and fits the artists

The makeup artist: does the makeup for the artists

Step 5. On stage and in the pit

The singers: sing the roles
The chorus: sings in the ensembles

The dancers: dance in the opera, if needed

The conductor: conduct the orchestra
The musicians: in the orchestra pit, play the music

Step 6.  In the opera house

The administration: people who advertise, promote, look for sponsor
The ticket office: people who sell the ticket 
The audience: that would be you who appreciate the arts and come to support it.

*Some composers in the19th and 20th Century have written their own text to their opera, as well as annotated the score with all stage directions.

THE ORCHESTRA

An orchestra is a large ensemble of musicians led by a conductor.

The orchestra can be divided into 4 main groups

The Strings:





The Woodwinds:
Violin I





Flutes





Violin II





Piccolo

Violas






Clarinet

Cellos





Bassoon-Double Bassoon

Double Basses




Oboes

Harp






English Horn

The Brass:




The Percussion:
Horn






Kettel drums

Trumpet





Cymbals

Trombone





Glockenspiel

Tuba






triangle








Timpani
BAY shore Lyric Opera Co.

CHILDREN’s OPERA 

Amahl and the Night Visitors marks our 7th Opera production for children.  Since 1998 we have produced one children’s Opera annually at prestigious venues such as Villa Montalvo and the Fox Theater in Redwood City. 

We have been fortunate to have entertained and enlightened over 10,000 children with the magic of Opera. 

This year will be our first production at the San Mateo Performing Arts Center and we are just thrilled to reach an even greater number of children with our future productions.  As co-founders of the Childrens Opera Production we truly believe every child should experience the beauty and grandeur of opera.  We, as professional opera singers find it is our greatest joy to be able to perform for children as their wonder and fascination is an inspiration to our craft. 

We hope you will support this most exciting organization and help us add a little magic for the child in your life!  Watch for our upcoming production of The Magic Flute (just an idea only! .

We hope you enjoy the show.

Sincerely,

Liliane Cromer and Jennifer Constantino

Co-Producers

Bay Shore Lyric Opera Company Children’s Opera Production
P.O. Box 2823

Saratoga, California 95070-0823

(831) 462-3131 Box Office

(831) 462-3135 Fax

jdtdiva@aol.com
DOWN


A drama primarily sung.


Singer with Coloratura has


Composition written for six voice parts.


A concluding number to an Act.


Italian word for Chorus


Composition for two or more performers.


Plural for tenor in Italian.


Composition written for large group of performers.


Person who uses human voice as an instrument.


The human _____.


The tenor in the opera.


The lowest male voice.


The baritone in the opera.














